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FOREWORD

Association of history educators in Bosnia and Herzegovina, EUROCLIO-HIP BiH
successfully realized a project titled Alternative curriculum for history in Bosnia and
Herzegovina — a contribution to promoting humanism in history teaching and facing with

Bosnia-Herzegovina controversies.

The project started in January 2018 and ended in October 2019. Its realization was
financially supported by Open Society Fund of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

With this project, the EUROCLIO-HIP BiH, as the only trade association that is present
and well accepted for its educational activities in the whole territory of BiH, attempted to
initiate positive changes in teaching plans and programs of history in primary schools and
create an educational model that would help creators of education policies in BiH in terms
of innovation and modernization of studying history, particularly in the process of teaching
history.

That goal is possible to achieve by moving the focus of history teaching, through
developing, establishing and testing a joint approach in all three curricula in Bosnia and
Herzegovina for primary schools. We believe it is necessary for the primary focus of new,
innovative and alternative curriculum to rest on developing critical thinking, respecting
universal human rights and promoting general civilization values. The intention of the
expert team gathered around this project was to offer alternatives to valid (state) curricula,
change them indirectly and impact to the change of attitudes of the creators of education
policies. With a different and innovative approach to school curriculum we expect to attract
the adequate attention of the teachers. We are deeply aware that the success of changes is
only possible and realistic with teachers’ readiness to change attitudes about important and

unimportant in history teaching.

EUROCLIO-HIP BiH assembled a professional team of researchers and associates
with proven experience in the field of history teaching. Through this two-year project, the
team developed an alternative model of curriculum, which rests at universal human rights
and civilization values. The team’s approach was based on researching existing curricula
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, some positive examples in other European countries (Swiss
model), wide consultations with history educators (teachers and professors) in primary and
secondary schools, history students and other interested parties of the civil society. For the
needs of this project, we created a special questionnaire, aiming at collecting information
from experience and practice relating to teaching about universal values within history

teaching process.

Upon realization of all planned activities, including testing before the expert public, the

team of experts offered a concrete model how to modernize history teaching in Bosnia and
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Herzegovina, which should contribute to the development of critical thinking and pluralistic
society with full respect of ethnic, religious, cultural and any other diversity, rather than

deepening the divisions and understanding the history division to “ours” and “theirs”.

With the proposed approach we invite the wide scientific and expert public to open up
a dialogue that will result in real and essential changes of the existing paradigm of history
studying, and we expect the said public, and creators of education and culture policies
in particular, to recognize the honest intentions and the necessity of more prominent
positioning of all aspects of human rights and universal civilization values in the focus of
the whole teaching process, including history teaching, as it has an important and delicate
role in creating a free, democratic, multicultural, open, tolerant and prosperous social

environment.

At Euroclio HiP BiH, we believe that our innovative approach to history teaching could
be of interest to history educators of across Europe and the world, so we decided to prepare
and publish an abridged version of the Bosnian edition of the Alternative Curriculum (2019)
in order to share the results of our work with our colleagues and friends and open space for

dialogue and cooperation.

At Euroclio HiP BiH, we believe that our innovative approach to history teaching could
be of interest to history educators of across Europe and the world, so we decided to prepare
and publish an abridged version of the Bosnian edition of the Alternative Curriculum (2019)
in order to share the results of our work with our colleagues and friends and open space for

dialogue and cooperation.

Edin Veladzi¢

ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM FOR HISTORY IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Edin Veladzic

ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM FOR HISTORY IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA - A
CONTRIBUTION TO PROMOTING HUMMANISM IN HISTORY TEACHING AND
FACING WITH BOSNIA-HERZEGOVINA CONTROVERSIES

Teaching plans and programs (Curricula) for teaching history in Bosnia and Herzegovina
(all three valid ones) present a baseline for the teaching practice. Textbooks, as well as
all additional teaching materials, follow what was prescribed in the Curricula. Any
serious analytical insight, as well as many up to date researches conducted in Bosnia
and Herzegovina, show without any doubt that history textbooks are dominated by one-
dimensional, national, often nationalistic perspective, and particularly worrying is the
fact that the authors often present the content from one perspective only, where they are
using reduction, insinuating, relativization, ignorance. Students’ attention is directed from
important to irrelevant, standpoints presented are unclear, events are misinterpreted
or are not interpreted completely. Another perspective, such as personal and collective
responsibility, is neglected. All that leads to incomplete understanding, uncritical thinking
and not affirming general universal and civilization values. Values appearing in the current
teaching practice are more mentioned and less promoted, or they are being particularized

(freedom of “our”... etc.)

Textbook contents, as a rule, are a concrete material reflection of what is prescribed in the
curricula, which, over the past few decades did not suffer significant and obviously necessary
changes. All the changes so far were more of a “face-lifting” or technical nature, and did
not go into the essence. The approach to history teaching in the curricula is chronological
(contents are being repeated in the so-called concentric circles), there are no inter-areas
themes interpreted more deeply and from different aspects, or processing of phenomena
that would be followed for a longer time and critically studied. In short, too many data,
while the historical themes are predominantly oriented to political, military and economic

history, with certain elements of cultural (mainly national) history.

If there was in a certain period of post-Dayton time a tendency of harmonizing and
equalizing different curricula in order to ease the reconciliation process in post-conflict
BiH society, it seems that meanwhile the war of historical narratives has been intensified
and very aggressively situated into the curricula, history textbooks, teaching materials,

i.e. education system. Parallel historical narratives, very intolerant towards the other and
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different, certainly do not contribute to creating a free and democratic surrounding. With
a single-sided approach to history it is only logical to expect the result that reflects in
intolerance of young generations who feel negative caution towards members of other
peoples and minority groups, which, regretfully, has become a regular thing in daily life.
The scope of these negativities are particularly visible on certain public gatherings (political
rallies, sporting events, public gatherings, even weddings) and particularly in a virtual

world of the internet.

Important documents relating to history teaching have been adopted over the past
few years in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and they start from key competences and life skills
(“Identifikacija klju¢nih kompetencija i Zivotnih vjestina u BiH, 2011”, and “Zajednicka
jezgra nastavnih planova i programa za drustveno-humanisticko podrucje definirano na
ishodima ucenja, 2015”"). Those documents present the first step in modernization of history
teaching and they prescribe a different approach to teaching. The next logical step in this
process is modernization of curricula, which are then a starting point for creation of new
textbooks. Those new textbooks would need, besides technical and cosmetic innovations,
to undergo a serious conceptual changes in a way that key focus of history teaching is on
universal human rights and raising awareness among students about the development line

of respecting / disrespecting of basic human rights through recent and further past.

All curricula in Bosnia and Herzegovina officially prescribe that the goal of history
teaching is development of critical thinking among students, but in the concrete workout
critical thinking remains in the back. The fact is that education authorities of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, except sometimes declaratively, do not show noticeable and serious interest
for modernization of curricula in terms that they should contribute to developing the critical
awareness and base on a different approach, the one that rests on accepting and promoting

universal human values and respecting the other and different.

Association of history educators in Bosnia and Herzegovina, EUROCLIO-HIP BiH
initiated a project titled Alternative curriculum for history in Bosnia and Herzegovina — a
contribution to promotinghumanism in history teaching and facing with Bosnia-Herzegovina
controversies, in 2018. With this project the Association tries to initiate positive changes in
teaching curricula for history in primary schools and to create a model that would help
the creators of education policy in Bosnia and Herzegovina in modernizing and innovating
the teaching and studying of history. The goal of the project is reflected in contributing to
advance of history teaching in Bosnia and Herzegovina through developing, establishing
and testing the common approach in history teaching in all three curricula for primary
schools in BiH. By focusing on development of critical thinking, promoting universal human

rights and civilization values through history, it is necessary to offer alternatives to existing

!Identification of key competences and life skills in BiH (2011), and Common Core Curricula for social-humanities
defined on learning outcomes (2015).
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(state owned) curricula, changing them indirectly and affecting the change of teachers’
attitude about the important and unimportant in the goals of history teaching. Realization
in practice would present a great and very concrete contribution to democratization oh BiH
society.

The project engaged a group of researchers, experienced scholars for this field, with
teachers in primary and secondary schools among them, history teachers at high education
institutions and universities, museum workers and workers in public administration, who
exhibited a close connection to issues of history teaching in Bosnia and Herzegovina in
their professional and academic advance. Besides the team of experts, a wider community
of teachers and students of history participated in different stages of the project by means
of public debates on existing curricula and potentials offered by the alternative curriculum
for history teaching. Public discussions have been organized in Sarajevo, Banja Luka and
Mostar, during the three different stages of document creation, and they were the basis of

communication with technical and wider public.

Researches conducted in 2018 preceded the creation of alternative curricula. Team of
authors made the analysis of the actual curricula in Bosnia and Herzegovina, looking
for examples of promoting universal values through contents, but also through learning
outcomes, goals and tasks. Analysis of certain European curricula was also made, and we
created two tailor-made questionnaires and conducted a survey among the members of
European association of history educators — EUROCLIO and among the colleagues from
the EUROCLIO HIP BiH association. Results of surveys made and examples received from
our colleagues, based on their teaching practice, offered good ideas that were incorporated
into the document.

In the end, when drafting of the document was completed, it was offered to a group of
seven teachers for their expert review and opinion on its applicability in practice. Their
opinions were not harmonized in all elements and they ranged from emphasized criticism
to recognition of its exceptional value and revolutionary concept of the material. Proposals,
suggestions, comments and expert opinions we received during the public debates aided
greatly to final shaping of the document for which, we believe, with a bit of political will,

there could be a way of implementing it in the teaching practice.

During the final shaping of Alternative curricula, the author’s team opted for a
combination of chronological and thematic approach. Thus, the document has been divided
into four larger chronological parts: antique period, middle ages, history of new age 1450
to 1918, and history of the 20™ century (from Versailles peace to the end of the century).
Each of the mentioned parts is being processed in a single school year, from 6™ to 9™ grade
of primary schools. Unlike the existing curricula, during the detailed elaborating of selected
parts, the author’s team decided to leave the usual chronological concept and favor the

thematic approach. Seven universal values have been placed in the focus of all four periods,
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i.e. curricula for the mentioned four grades of primary school: peace, cooperation, freedom,
solidarity, responsibility, equality and life.

One of the starting points in creating the alternative curricula were the results of a
research of contents of the national group of subjects in primary schools, which was
performed by the research team of the Open Fund Society in BiH and proMENTE social
researches, with participation of members of EUROCLIO HIP BiH. The publication
“Education in BiH: what we are (not) teaching to children?” was published in 2017, and is
available at://www.promente.org/downloads/cemuucimodjecu.pdf. The intention is to get
an insight of the overall development of human history through the prism of the listed seven
values, that is, the part that is a subject of obligatory education. By shifting the focus off
the state, nation, people, military and political heroes, winners and losers, “our” values and
“their” weaknesses, territories, etc. towards universal values, the teaching contents will be
significantly freed from needless national and political tension, but also other negativities
in history teaching, to the benefit of those values that make history as a teaching subject
worthy of studying.

Proposed curricula for the sixth grade of primary school comprise of seven wider thematic

parts of the antique period:
* History and discovering the past,
* Humans and community in prehistoric era,
* People, nature, life and creativeness,
e A state and an individual,
* Freedom and equality in antique world,
* War and peace in antique time,

* Women and children in private and public space of the antique world.

With the exception of the first thematic part that aims to present the basic concepts about
history as a science of human past, basic concepts of historical research and historical sources
as cognitive sources about events from the past, other thematic parts, on concrete examples
of certain phenomena in prehistory and antique civilizations, question and promote values,

such as life, freedom, cooperation, equality, meeting and intertwining of different cultures.

The idea of responsibility, life and cooperation, is being promoted on the example of
development of a state as an organized political community, institutions and various models
of power. The values of personal freedom and basic human rights in the antique world
deserve special attention and it can be treated in an interesting way and presented through
slavery and social ladders of the oldest state communities. Processing the mentioned should
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enable the students better understanding the values of the world we live in. Through the
themes of wars in the antique period, we are questioning the sources of first conflicts and
their consequences in terms of victims, material devastation, destruction of towns and
settlements, migration, change of borders, insecurity, etc., all in the aim of promoting ideas
of peace and living values vs wars and conflicts. At the end, a separate thematic part is
dedicated to presenting a social role of women and children in the private and public space
of the antique world. By comparing the quality and way of living in the antique world, the
goal was to additionally stress the achieved civilization values, such as gender equality,

mutual solidarity and integrity of life of each individual.

When creating teaching material according to the proposed curriculaq, it is particularly
important for the development of civilization, formation of first communities, their joining
and confronting, formation of states, establishment of social hierarchy, relation between
men and environment, struggle for survival, and all other envisaged themes, to be presented
through a form of available and student-receptive sources of textual, picture and other
character, so that the students are encouraged to compare and thus to understand and
appreciate different perspectives and development of critical thinking. Spatial proximity of
certain archeological and historical sources certainly contributes to better understanding of
historical events that are processed in the teaching process, therefore it is very important to
give concrete examples and sources from the area of Bosnia and Herzegovina and western
Balkans whenever possible. The students will be encouraged to compare the mentioned

examples with known and close examples of the present time.

Proposed curricula for the seventh grade of primary school encompasses the medieval

period and is presented through six larger thematic parts:
¢ Creation of Europe in the middle ages,
¢ Interactions, conflicts and tolerance in early middle ages,
¢ Conflicts, tolerance and coexistence in developed and late middle ages,
* The issue of freedoms in middle ages,
* Solidarity,

¢ Women in middle ages.

Grasping the wider perspective of a very complex transformation of Europe over a
thousand year period of middle ages should help the students to understand the cultural,
religious and ethnic diversity as historical characteristics and the fact that present day
Europe is largely a result of relations, interactions and mixing of influences of different
civilizations and values that existed in its wider area over a long period of time. The antique

heritage, large migrations, creation, rise and fall of medieval states, mutual contacts and

11
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mixing of influences of large religions, periods of hostility and conflicts vs periods of peace,
coexistence and tolerance, are just some of the very significant parts of medieval history,
where students should understand the importance of values such as peace, coexistence,

tolerance, cooperation, minority rights, advantages of cultural and religious diversity, etc.

The issue of political and individual freedoms as fundamental rights of every human
being would be studied through the system of feudal relations, as a dominant social order
of medieval period. By comparing slavery with freedoms of modern democratic world,
students need to be made aware of the historical development the human society went
through, in order to build the perception of freedom, equality and right to living as we know
them today. One thematic part is dedicated to promotion of ideas of solidarity, mutual help
and kindness through introducing the students to perception of the said ideas in the middle
ages. They still do not exist as universal value, i.e. they stay at the level of individual, they do
not cross religious and ethnical boundaries and they develop within individual groups and
communities, based on religious values. The issue of social role of women in private and
public space of medieval society is placed in a separate part, with the intention to question
the idea of gender equality and roots of certain contemporary phenomena that go back
deep into the middle ages (woman and power, woman and religion, woman and family,

woman as an enemy and perception of a woman in culture).

Studying the period of new age, from 1450 to 1918, would be based on critical, analytical
and multiperspective approach of looking at the presence of the mentioned universal values
in various social environments, state-political systems, economic conditions and cultural
contexts. A rather wide spectrum of historical phenomena and processes is grouped in

seven thematic areas that would be studied in the eighth grade of primary school:

e Tolerance, coexistence and conflicts in the Islamic world 1450-1918: Muslims,

Christians and Jews

* Tolerance, coexistence and conflicts in the world of western and eastern Christianity
1450-1918: religious, ethnic and national diversity

¢ Slavery and freedom in European and world’s history 1450-1918.

¢ Culture of dialogue in European and world’s history 1450-1918: international

relations arena
* Women and children in private and public space of modern world 1450-1918.
* Charitable activities, generosity and mutual helping in Europe 1450-1918.

* Humanitarian crises of the 19™ and the beginning of the 20™ century and

international solidarity

ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM FOR HISTORY IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Understanding the idea of tolerance, dialogue, multi-culturalism and mutual respect is
highly connected to historical and cultural context that modern European societies passed
through in their development. First two thematic parts speak of mentioned values in the
world of Islam, primarily in the Ottoman empire, and in the world of western and eastern
Christianity in the period 1450 to 1918, with particular examples from the history of West
Balkans and Central and East Europe. There are presented life situations that can be
marked as examples of tolerance, coexistence, cooperation, respect and interaction between
different religious, cultural and ethnic communities, but also events that are the opposite
of the mentioned (intolerance, wars, confrontations, etc.). Within the Ottoman historical
context, particular attention will be paid to detecting tolerance and social interactions in
Bosnia and Herzegovina and West Balkans as an area that was very much mixed and
diverse in cultural and religious sense in the mentioned period, interesting, inter alia, for the
fact that it was the frontline of the Ottoman state where the worlds of Islam and Christianity

were in contact.

Concreteexamples should help the students tounderstand the cultural, religious and ethnic
diversity as historical characteristic in the development of European societies, encouraging
them to understand, compare and respect different perspectives, develop critical thinking
and capacity to, based on selected texts, draw conclusions on consequences of situations
that are presented as positive examples of certain values and their opposites. The students
are encouraged to perceive the identity difference as one of important characteristics of
European history and to view the experience of coexistence on the mentioned territory as
the history of cooperation and conflicts, with noticing the consequences caused by tolerance

and intolerance in human relations.

When talking about slavery in Ottoman empire there will be an attention to this
manifestation in the center of the state, but also about its forms on peripheral areas, such
as Bosnian and Herzegovinian provinces. Students will be encouraged to compare the data
on slavery from early new age and modern times with information on contemporary forms
of human trafficking and limiting human freedoms, to critically evaluate the relations
and bring conclusions on social consequences of the said phenomena. Processing the said
problems should enable better understanding of values of the world we live in, as well as
historical path the human society went through in order to build up perceptions about

freedom that are today dominant in legal and ideological sense worldwide.

The fourth thematic part is directed towards promoting the dialogue as an important
means of communication among people, communities and states. The goal is to show to
the potential of this value in building peace and overcoming conflicts, establishing and
maintaining economic relations, understanding diplomatic culture of new age, with
particular accent on diplomatic practices that were applied in Ottoman empire and Great

Britain.

13
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Values such as equality, solidarity, tolerance, dialogue, mutual understanding and
respect, were particularly stressed in the fifth thematic part. Through concrete examples
from real life we tried to present and understand the social role of women and children in

private and public space in different social and cultural areas of modern world.

The sixth thematic part should point to the importance of mutual solidarity, helping,
kindness, generosity and saving lives. Charitable activities and mutual helping go back
several centuries and have different examples within European societies of early new age and
modern times. By comparing different understanding of the mentioned ideas and concrete
examples from west-European states and Ottoman empire (with particular emphasis on
phenomena present in today’s Bosnia and Herzegovina and west Balkans countries), the
students are encouraged to bring conclusions on consequences that their implementation

had on today’s social perceptions about the said values.

In the seventh thematic part, unlike the previous one where the focus is more on
monitoring the development of idea of solidarity within individual social and state-political
communities of the same cultural-civilizational milieu, the accent is placed on promotion of
solidarity in relations among individuals and members of the same and different religious,
ethnic and racial groups of mankind. Entering the historical area when care for human
beings is put to the forefront imposes the need to question the values of solidarity, kindness
and mutual helping to several levels. The students should be able to find out in what way
these ideas grew from local and regional activities to the level of international universal
solidarity. The primary goal is to develop empathy among students towards every human
victim, affected by some natural or war catastrophe, regardless of racial, ethnic, religious

or any other affiliation.

Curricula for the ninth grade of primary school would include time period from Versailles
peace to the end of the 20™ century. This is the most challenging and the most difficult part
in the actual history teaching, speaking of controversies, and it is divided in five wider

thematic parts:
* Fear from different (xenophobia)
¢ Cold war and universal human values

* Universal human values through acting of the United Nations and other humanitarian,

non-governmental organizations and individuals

* Emancipation in the second half of the 20™ century Fight for freedom, equality, tolerance,

understanding, against discrimination Fight for healthy and clean environment

¢ Universal values in BiH within Yugoslavia vs universal values in BiH after independence.
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The first half of the 20" century was marked by the two most devastating wars the world
has ever seen. Enormous human casualties and material destruction left long-term and
deep consequences on local, regional and global level. The goal of the first thematic part is
to enable the students to critically and multiperspectively analyze the complex processes
in the period of world wars and the period between, and to realize to what extent the
lack of respect for universal human values, such as right to peace, coexistence, freedom,
acceptance and fear from other in European and world’s politics, caused the creation of
totalitarian systems and new global confrontations. There is a special emphasis on fight
against fascism as well as fight for universal human values, while examples from European
and regional history will help students to recognize different forms of propaganda and
other negativities that lead to exclusiveness, negation of universal civilizational values such

as peace, freedom, tolerance, humanity, coexistence, dialogue and multiculturalism.

In the second thematic part the values are being questioned through the phenomenon
of political polarization of the world, i.e. through perception and promotion of universal
values under the conditions of Cold war and through the work and actions of the UN. The
intention is for the students to be enabled to grasp the condition of human rights and other
civilization values through critical and analytical approach to historical sources of different
provenience in different political systems of cold-war period, in countries that formally
belonged to one of the two globally confronted military-political blocks, as well as in
countries which were outside those spheres of direct influence. Today’s perceptions of ideas
of humanism, cooperation, peace, freedom, coexistence, responsibility and multiculturalism,
were largely aided by complex processes that were going on in a part of Europe in post-
war period. The process of denazification of Germany, the case of Berlin, French-German
dialogue, creation of European Council and processes of unification of Europe (EEC / EU),
establishment of a social type of state and freedom of movement are important phenomena
in post-war European history for understanding the present level of universal civilization

values.

Great credits for spreading the modern perceptions of ideas of universal values on global
scale can be attributed to the UN. Therefore, a separate thematic part in this curriculum was
dedicated to activities of the UN, their key acts in the field of human rights, and other similar
international organizations, NGOs and individuals who had a noticeable engagement on
humanitarian field. Examples of work of these organizations on a global level, and especially
on providing various aid in the area of Socialist Federative Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY) in
the post WW?2 period and wars of the 1990s in the area, will show the students important
humanitarian activities of these organizations and individuals and students would develop

skills of solidarity acting and providing aid to others in crisis situations.

The fourth thematic part would speak about certain emancipation processes that took

place in the second half of the 20™ century. The issues such as fight for freedom, equality,

15
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tolerance, understanding, fight against discrimination and fight for healthy and clean
environment, would be opened through themes of decolonization, Vietham war, racism and
fight against it in the USA, apartheid, emancipation of women and equalizing their rights, as
well as on examples of use of sports for political purposes. The students need to be enabled
to recognize various forms of discrimination (political, economic, age-based, gender, racial,
etc.), to get familiar with the way of fight of discriminated groups for their rights and with
their suffering, all in the aim to strengthen the awareness about the importance of preserving

the achieved level of universal human values in the modern democratic world.

The last thematic part in the Curricula for the ninth grade of primary school would be
dedicated to the respect of basic human rights and application of universal values in Bosnia
and Herzegovina within SFRY, comparing it with the situation in that regard in BiH after
independence. By means of critical and multiperspective approach students acquire skills
and competences to face the controversial themes of national history. Some European and
world experiences should help in overcoming controversial parts of very eventful history of
the 20™ century, with different interpretations of certain events in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
all with a clear goal of further strengthening of ideas to respect the other and different,
coexistence, tolerance, reconciliation, cooperation, equality, humanity, dialogue and mutual

respect.

We tried to harmonize these Alternative curricula with the Common Core Curricula
for History defined on teaching outcomes in Bosnia and Herzegovina (2018), a document
in which creation the representatives of EUROCLIO HIP BiH participated in. The defined
learning outcomes served as a starting point in selecting the themes. Considering the
clear desire to modernize the history teaching in Bosnia and Herzegovina and a firm
determination for monitoring new tendencies in history teaching at international level, we
consulted very important documents of the Council of Europe along with the mentioned
document. Recommendation 2001(15) about history teaching in Europe in the 21° century
(https://rm.coe.int/16804bcc5d); Council of Europe (Rec 1880 — 2009), History teaching in
conflict and post-conflict areas; Council of Europe (2016), Competences for Democratic
Culture. Living together as equals in culturally diverse democratic societies, and Council
of Europe (2018) Quality history education in the 21*' century, principles and guidelines

(http://www.coe.int/culture-of-cooperation).

We emphasize that the key connection for curricula in all four grades of primary
school are previously mentioned universal values: peace, cooperation, freedom, solidarity,
responsibility, equality and coexistence. All future authors should bear in mind this
significant fact when writing textbooks or additional teaching materials according to this
document. The mentioned human values have to remain in focus in all teaching units, in all
historical periods, and they must be repeated through each grade and each thematic unit in

order to accomplish the desired goal, and that is strengthening awareness and increasing

ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM FOR HISTORY IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

the level of perception about the manner of understanding the fundamental human values
throughout the long history of mankind and enabling making the parallels with the present

situation.

In a certain context, textbook authors and teachers may select other themes to achieve
the same result (usefulness of history teaching for children and modern society, critical
thinking, multiperspectivity, wider understanding of the historical context and cause-
consequence relations, etc.). It is recommended to create a working teaching material /
textbook according to the proposed curricula, with models of precisely planned workshops

that offer different activities in work with students (interactivity).

With each thematic unit there is offered a methodology part that additionally explains
the way of understanding the offered idea. This section of the alternative curricula points
to the target age of students the content is intended for, which is important to bear in mind
when creating the teaching material, selecting sources and choosing a model to process
the theme during the class. The methodology section repeats the contents that need to
be processed, but it is not a primary goal of these curricula. Our primary goals are, in
fact, the outcomes that are clearly listed with each thematic unit. Methodology experts
who worked on the document have offered the outcomes processing in details, and thus
additionally defined expectations from students, stressed key terms, offered a key question
and proposed concrete activities. The teachers have full freedom to assess and determine
themselves how many classes are needed to process a certain theme. They can also leave
out certain thematic and sub-thematic content, i.e. replace them with contents that are, in

their opinion, more receptive for the age group of their students.

The team of authors of this new Curricula remains ready for additional technical and
scientific support, if necessary, to all potential authors of textbooks in working on the offered
concept. Future authors of all kinds of working materials, also the teachers in the next
stage, have a freedom of choice in applying the Curricula in a way to include 60% of sub-
titles of each offered thematic unit, while they are free to chose 40% of examples and themes
from the past that they consider more appropriate and easier for teaching to students
in a certain grade. We particularly suggest using examples from our local, national and
regional history, if they are appropriate and easy to understand for promotion of universal
values, multiperspectivity and critical thinking. Our emphasizing of significantly different
approach to history teaching and stressing of the aforementioned values is, we believe, the
key difference in comparison to all the existing history curricula in the country. In the aim
of changing the existing paradigm on the end goals and purpose of history teaching, we
attempted to selected the best themes and the best examples. It does not mean that all the
good themes and examples that lead to the desired goal are exhausted.

In the end, we would like to stress that this document, Alternative Curricula, was not

written for students or even teachers of history in the first phase. It is primarily intended to
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textbook authors and creators of education policies in the country, in all levels. We believe
that politically responsible and progressive decision-makers will not have a problem to
understand the end goal and the purpose of adopting a completely new and different
concept of history teaching, and, basically, that is what Alternative Curricula is and
represents, and to enable its implementation in practice. The final result of the offered
and truly serious reforming action in history teaching would undoubtedly present a large
contribution to decontamination of Bosnia-Herzegovina society, and finally it would be an
enormous contribution to creation of a free, healthy and tolerant atmosphere, pleasant for
living of all, regardless of their religious, ethnic, national, cultural, political, gender or any

other affiliation or orientation.

ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM FOR HISTORY IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

Melisa Foric¢ Plasto

VI GRADE

THE ANTIQUE WORLD

I
HISTORY AND DISCOVERING THE PAST

Description: Through this topic we try to present the basic terms related to history as
a science about the history of human society. The students will get acquainted with the
content of historical researching and basic history concepts. The stress is on getting to
know historical sources as sources of knowledge about events from the past and the way of
analyzing them. The students will learn the concept of time and ways of measuring time in

the past, and periods of historical past and their significance.

II
HUMANS AND COMMUNITY IN PREHISTORIC ERA

Description: The goal of this theme is to promote the values of life, cooperation and
equality of prehistoric communities and to point to the development the mankind went
through from its beginnings to the invention of systems of writing and first states. Examples
of cooperation among the people in first communities show the gradual improvement in
quality of life and survival of those communities. This theme will also clarify the relation
of men and nature and process of cooperation among people in overcoming obstacles the
nature has put before humans in their earliest past, but also in taking and using everything
the nature has and offers to humans. We will point to the most significant archaeological
localities in the world and in the area of Western Balkans and Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Through the mentioned themes the students will be encouraged to understand, compare
and respect different perspectives, critical thinking and capacity to, based on selected
source texts, pictures and other source material, bring conclusions about the consequences
of situations that were processed as examples of living, equality and cooperation. The
students will be encouraged to compare the mentioned examples with known and close

examples of the present time.

Values: life, equality, cooperation

VI GRADFE
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11
PEOPLE, NATURE, LIFE AND CREATIVENESS

Description: This theme tries to present to what extent nature and climate influence
the life of men in the antique times, with examples of how the antique societies adjusted
to nature and how they were changing. The theme will compare examples of living in
the towns and villages in the oldest antique states and civilizations, as well as examples
when people were forced to move and thus encounter new cultures and new heritages.
The students will be able to compare different heritages of cultures and civilizations of the
Ancient East and the oldest states in the Mediterranean and notice what influenced their
formation, as well as the emergence of first religions. By getting to know the most significant
heritage of the oldest civilizations in the world and cultural heritage of the Illyrians in the
west Balkans areq, students will see the value of culture for the development of mankind.
Particular attention will be paid to the idea of meeting of cultures and exchange of heritage
and cultural intertwining, which brought to improvement of human knowledge till then.
Based on source material, the students will be able to draw own conclusions as well as to

compare the knowledge about the given theme with the examples of everyday life.

Values: life, cooperation, culture.

v
A STATE AND AN INDIVIDUAL

Description: The goal of theme is to present the students the idea of a state as an
organized political community and its role in the development of antique societies. The
theme will present different forms of rule in the antique societies and institutions that
hereditarily survived to date —democracy, parliament, republic, etc. The role of an individual
in authorities and institutions of the state will be viewed through the mentioned themes and
promote the ideas of accountability and living. Through source examples and use of source
material, as well as simulation of functioning of some of them, it will be possible to compare

the ways of functioning of countries of the Old Age with examples from present time.

Values: life, accountability.

\Y,
FREEDOM AND EQUALITY IN ANTIQUE WORLD

Description: This theme intends to promote the values of personal freedom and basic
human rights through presenting the ways in which the idea of personal freedom developed

ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM FOR HISTORY IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

in the antique world as a fundamental right of every person, as well as through presenting
the processes that caused the emergence of slavery. The idea of political freedoms is also
promoted, i.e. the right of certain members of a community to participate in political life
of oldest states. The students will be presented texts containing data on the institution of
slavery in the mentioned states, and it will encourage the students, by insight into those
texts, to understand the differences in life of a slave and a free man, as well as to bring
conclusions on multifold ways in which different societies and individuals related to limiting
human freedoms. Processing the mentioned should enable the students better understanding
of the values of the world we live in. The students will be able to compare the information on
slavery from different states and cultures of the Old World, evaluate them critically and draw

conclusions about causes and consequences of those phenomena in the antique societies.

Values: freedom, equality.

VI
WAR AND PEACE IN ANTIQUE TIME

Description: This theme promotes the idea of peace by questioning what is war, how
and why the first conflicts emerged and what were the consequences in terms of casualties,
demolition, destruction of towns and settlements, change of borders, insecurity, etc. Through
this topic we compare different examples of wars from the antique times, looking into
their causes, flow and consequences, all in the aim of discussing the idea of peace that is
opposite to war and conflict. There is an intention to promote the idea of peace as a holy
act connected to religion and customs through examples of establishing truce in the time of
religious festivities and Olympics, and that spirit lived through to the present time. Through
source materials the students will be able to compare the causes and consequences of wars,
as well as opinions of ancient thinkers about the perils of war and values of peace and
human life. Examples from the antique period could be compared with examples of today,
for better understanding and developing of critical thinking among the students.

Values: peace, life.

VII

WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN PRIVATE AND PUBLIC
SPACE OF THE ANTIQUE WORLD

Description: The aim of this topic is to promote the idea of gender equality, their mutual

understanding, respect and cooperation through presenting the social role of women in

VI GRADFE
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the private and the public space of the ancient world. Through the compared examples
Values: Equality, solidarity, life

of the lives of women and children in it will be possible for the states and societies of the
ancient world to see what all influenced theirs unequal position and what was their role in
ancient societies. Listed examples presented through various source materials on the lives
of women in Mesopotamia, will serve as a basis for comparison with Egypt, ancient Greece,
Rome and the Illyrian communities and strengthening students’self-reasoning skills. Special
emphasis is placed on comparing examples from the ancient world with contemporary

known examples of position women and children today and the quality of their lives.
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Elma HaSimbegovic

VII GRADE

THE MIDDLE AGES

I
CREATION OF EUROPE IN THE MIDDLE AGES

Description: The goal of processing this theme is promoting universal values of tolerance,
coexistence and cooperation, and grasping a wider picture of the middle ages, i.e. a thousand-
year period of transformation of Europe with long-reaching consequences. Processing the first
theme enables creating a wider picture and a general insight into the middle ages period and

its basic characteristics; processing the subsequent themes the students return to particular
phenomena and process them additionally. The foundations of a number of institutions
emerged in the middle ages period, but also the present divisions and interest spheres.

Values: tolerance, cooperation

VIl GRADE

Il
INTERACTIONS, CONFLICTS AND TOLERANCE IN EARLY MIDDLE AGES

Description: Early Middle Ages were characterized by large migrations, arrivals of new
tribes, continuation and discontinuation with antique heritage, as well as emergence of Arabs
and Islam in the European soil. What were their first mutual contacts and interactions like? The
goal of this theme is to show that there are no complete discontinuities and clear cuts in history
— the ancient civilization did not disappear with the fall of the Roman empire, but it integrates
and mixes with other civilizations and cultures, and that process lasted through centuries.

Values: peace, coexistence, tolerance, cooperation.

111
CONFLICTS, TOLERANCE AND COEXISTENCE IN DEVELOPED
AND LATE MIDDLE AGES

Description: Ethnic and religious diversity, (in)tolerance towards a different, “other”, are
characteristics of the Middle Ages period. Times of conflicts and hostility changed with times
of tolerance, occasionally with coexistence as well, but in any case with cooperation and
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intertwining of influences. Christians, Muslims and Jews traded among themselves, met in
fairs and trading places and cities. The goal of this theme is for students to get to know that
these mutual relations were complex and prone to change in different historical, religious
and cultural contexts. Tolerance of a society is measured by the status and position of a
minority in that society, students follow different historical sources, what was the manner
of theological and legal regulating of relations between communities and it looked in the
practice. Period of wars and conflicts exchanged with peaceful coexistence and accepting

the other. Examples with most interactions were taken for the proposed material.

Values: tolerance, peace, war, coexistence, life, cooperation

\Y

Description: This theme speaks about the issue of freedom as a universal human value,
and what it meant in Middle Ages. Through studying the feudalism as a social order in the
Middle Ages, the students will follow the issue of freedom as a privilege in the system of feudal
relations, and limiting that freedom. The theme also deals with the issue of slavery, what it
means to not be free, with comparative approach to the antique period. Precursors of political
freedoms as we see them today should be looked for in the Middle Ages, as well as the issue
of individual freedoms as fundamental right of every human being. Humanism that put the
humans and its needs to the fore front was developed in the late Middle Ages. Processing
these topics should enable the students to look at historical development the human society

has passed through in order to create the perceptions about freedom as we know it today.

Values: freedom, equality, life.

Description: One thematic part is dedicated to promotion of ideas of solidarity, mutual
help and kindness through introducing the students to perception of the said ideas in the
Middle Ages. In this historical period, care for a man, for sick and poor, still does not exist
as universal value and it does not pass through religious and ethnic boundaries, but is being
developed within particular groups and communities, based on Christian/religious values.
Through this theme the students will follow the idea of solidarity, helping and kindness at
the level of closed communities and groups and learn to critically look and question the

particularism vs universality of values.

Values: solidarity, helping, cooperation

ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM FOR HISTORY IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

VI

Description: The goal of this theme is promoting the idea of equality of genders through
presenting the social role of women in private and public space of the Middle Ages. Students
have a task to use different types of historical sources — visual and textual, which speak
about the perception of women by their contemporaries. The theme is divided according to
the role a woman had in the Middle Ages society and how we find them in historical sources:
as rulers (queens) and influential persons, scientists, members of the clergy, sentenced for

witchcraft and magic.

Values: equality, life, respect.
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Edin Radusic

Fahd Kasumovic

VIII GRADE

EUROPEAN AND WORLD HISTORY 1450-1918

I
TOLERANCE, COEXISTENCE AND CONFLICTS IN THE ISLAMIC WORLD 1450-1918:
MUSLIMS, CHRISTIANS AND JEWS

Description: The goal of this theme is to promote the ideas of tolerance, dialogue,

multiculturalism and mutual respect by introducing students to the significance of these
notions in contemporary European societies, as well as by getting them acquainted with
examples from the political and cultural history of the world of Islam — primarily the
Ottoman Empire, in the period 1450 to 1918 — that can be labelled as examples of coexistence,
cooperation, respect, tolerance and interaction among different religious, cultural and

VIII GRADE

ethnic communities. Within the Ottoman historical context, particular attention will be paid

)

to detecting tolerance and social interactions in Bosnia and Herzegovina and West Balkans
as a space that was mixed in terms of culture and religion in the mentioned era , and was
interesting, inter aliq, by the fact that it was a border area of the Ottoman state, as well as an
important contact zone between the world of Islam and Christendom. Bearing in mind that
these phenomena cannot be successfully presented without clarifying the social situation
where the said values were violated, this theme will also take into the account situations
that are presenting the other side of the coin — intolerance and conflict. The given examples
should help the students to understand cultural, religious and ethnic diversity as historical
characteristic of the Ottoman Empire, complexity of human experiences and interactions
in the space it held, multifold perspectives of looking at those interactions, as in the time
period subject of this work, but also in the cultural memory of contemporary European
societies. Through the mentioned themes the students will be encouraged to understand,

compare and respect different perspectives, develop critical thinking and capacity to, based

Analyze inquisition from various sources that were made immediately after the event described, and after a certain
Women in public life — Eleonore of Aquitaine, Christine of Pisa, Joan of Arc, Helen of Bosnia, Isabel the 1st of Castile

Watches a film and reads sources in order to make conclusions on consequences of inquisition.

Describes presentation of women in literature and fine art.

13™ century — processes against magic — inquisition

Maleus maleficarum (Henrich Institoris and Jacob Sprenger, 1484)
Witch trials — trial to Joan of Arc, trials to witches in Croatia
Woman and love as an ideal in chivalry culture

Representation of women in literature — Tristan and Isolde
Presentation of women on tombstones (stecak)

Compares everyday life of women in middle ages and present time.

Women in religious life (nuns, church orders..
Researches presentation of women in fine art.

time period after the event,

Women and power

Women and religion

Women and families

History of private life

Role of a woman in a household

Women of different social statuses,

Marriage and families

Visual presentations of female jobs

Woman as an enemy — witch hunt

Presentation of women in fine art
Equality, women, respect, tombstones, life

on selected source texts, bring conclusions about the consequences of situations that were

processed as examples of tolerance and intolerance.

Values: tolerance, dialogue, mutual respect, equality.

CONTENTS
KEY TERMS
PROPOSED
ACTIVITIES
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|
TOLERANCE, COEXISTENCE AND CONFLICTS IN THE WORLD OF WESTERN
AND WASTERN CHRISTIANITY 1450-1918: RELIGIOUS, ETHNIC AND NATIONAL
DIVERSITY

Description: This topic promotes the idea of tolerance, dialogue, coexistence, mutual
respect, equality and freedom, by presenting the students with the examples from the
history of west, central and east Europe, in the period between 1450 and 1918, that are
recognized as situations in which the mentioned ideas and values had been implemented.
At the same time, it pays attention to historical situations recognized as examples of
intolerance, since the idea of tolerance is not possible to successfully understand without
understanding intolerance as its opposite. Manifestation of tolerance and intolerance will
be processed at different levels, starting with state politics and ideas of the ruling elite ,
down to everyday life. In the teaching process, the students will be encouraged to perceive
the identity difference as one of important characteristics of European history, and to view
the experience of coexistence on the mentioned territory as the history of cooperation and
conflicts, with noticing the consequences caused by tolerance and intolerance in human
relations. The mentioned issues will be processed in a way that attention will not only be
paid to adopting the knowledge and values, but also to the development of personal skills
and competences in line with the learning outcomes for History.

Values: tolerance, dialogue, mutual respect, equality, freedom.

11
SLAVERY AND FREEDOM IN EUROPEAN AND WORLD’S HISTORY 1450-1918.

Description: This theme promotes the values of personal freedom and basic human rights
by presenting the historical developments that led to the modern idea of freedom, as well as
by presenting the processes that ultimately resulted in suppressing the human trafficking
and abolition of slavery. Basic examples for presenting the mentioned problems will be shown
in relation to the territories of France, Great Britain, USA and Ottoman Empire in the period
1450 to 1918. Speaking of slavery in Ottoman Empire, particular attention will be paid to the
history of this institute in the state centre, but also its implementation in peripheral areas,
such as the sanjaks of Bosnia and Herzegovina (Ottoman Turkish ‘sancak’ = subprovince).
Since the value and significance of freedom cannot be well understood without getting to
know different forms of its limitations, the students will be presented texts that contain
data about the institute of slavery in mentioned states and encouraged to have an insight
into the mentioned texts in order to understand differences in life of a slave and a free man,

as well to make conclusions about multitude of ways in which various social communities

ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM FOR HISTORY IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

and individuals related towards limiting the human freedom. Processing the said problems
should enable better understanding of values of the world we live in, as well as historical
path the human society went through in order to build up perceptions about freedom that
are today dominant in legal and ideological sense worldwide. Besides, students will be
encouraged to compare the data on slavery from the early modern period and and modern
age with information on contemporary forms of human trafficking and limiting human
freedoms Comparative approach should help them to develop critical thinking as well as
to t understand the social consequences of the said phenomena in more depth. Part from
adopting the needed knowledge and values, attention will be paid to the development of
basic skills and competences envisaged in the learning outcomes for History.

Values: freedom, equality.

A%
CULTURE OF DIALOGUE IN EUROPEAN AND WORLD HISTORY 1450-1918:
INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS ARENA

Description: This theme aims at promoting dialogue as an important means of
communication among people that has a potential to contribute to mutual understanding,
overcoming differences and solving problems. To achieve these goals it primarily uses the
examples from the history of international relations in the period stretching from 1450 to
1918. These cases are an integral part of a diplomatic history, and were selected as they
are recognized as realization of dialogue among states, which is a level of communication
significant by leaving numerous and often very serious consequences on lives of a large
number of people. The theme focus is on presenting the role of a dialogue and communication
in peace-building and overcoming conflicts, establishing and maintaining economic
relations, understanding diplomatic culture of the early modern period and modern age
, with particular accent on diplomatic practices applied in Ottoman Empire and Great
Britain. During the lessons, the students will be encouraged to recognize and evaluate the
role of dialogue and cooperation in accomplishing political and economic solutions, and to
compare the said problem management techniques with strategies that primarily involved
the use of armed force. Apart from adopting the needed knowledge and values, attention
will be paid to development of basic skills and competences envisaged in the learning

outcomes for History.

Values: dialogue, peace, cooperation, equality.

VIII GRADE
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\%
WOMEN AND CHILDREN IN PRIVATE AND PUBLIC SPACES
OF THE MODERN WORLD 1450-1918.

Description: The goal of this theme is to promote the ideas of gender equality, mutual
understanding, respect and cooperation through presenting the social role of women in
private and public sectors of the modern world, primarily in Europe and North America,
in the period from 1450 to 1918. In organizational sense, the theme is divided into several
mutually connected parts, trying to show the number of fields where women participated in
social life, diversity of ways that contemporaries looked at their social roles, discriminatory
cultural practices women were often exposed to, and, lastly, the history of fight for equality
with men. At the same time, we talk about the role of children in the modern world and
ways in which their place in society was perceived. During the classes, the students will be
encouraged to compare the data on treatment of women in different social and cultural
areas, i.e. information about diversity of ways in which their role had been imagined during
the period in focus of this theme, and to compare the conclusions with the situation regarding
the social role(s) of women in the contemporary society. The theme is not exclusively focused
on the adoption of knowledge and values, but it also pays attention to the development of

basic skills and competences envisaged in the learning outcomes for History.

Values: equality, solidarity, tolerance, dialogue, mutual understanding, respect.

VI
CHARITABLE ACTIVITIES, GENEROSITY AND MUTUAL
HELPING IN EUROPE 1450-1918.

Description: This theme aims at promoting the ideas of solidarity, mutual helping,
kindness and generosity, by getting the students acquainted with various perceptions of the
stated ideas in early modern and modern Europe 9, as well as by providing information
on historical situations in which the mentioned ideas had been implemented in everyday
life. The students will be encouraged to recognize and compare different understandings
of mentioned ideas and to draw conclusions about consequences their implementation
had in different European societies. Attention will be paid to processing influences that the
mentioned ideas of early modern age and modern times had on today’s public images of
solidarity, mutual helping, generosity and kindness, as well as to detecting the consequences
that charities and endowments founded in the period from 16™ to 20™ century have left on the
present European societies. Also, in order to better understand the significance of solidarity
and charitable activities, the students will be presented social situations where the stated

ALTERNATIVE CURRICULUM FOR HISTORY IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

ideas were neglected. The mentioned knowledge the students will not receive only from
history textbooks, but they will also be encouraged to make their own conclusions about
the subject matter based on the analysis of the selected simple texts that originate from
the period 1450 — 1918. During the lessons, besides the envisaged knowledge and values,
attention will be paid to the development of skills and competences that were planned in

the learning outcomes for History.

Values: solidarity, mutual helping, kindness, generosity.

VII
HUMANITARIAN CRISES OF THE 19" AND THE BEGINNING
OF THE 20™ CENTURY AND INTERNATIONAL SOLIDARITY

Description: This theme predominantly promotes solidarity in relations among
individuals and members of same and different religious, ethnic and racial groups of
people. It also promotes the values of life and peace, Furthermore, it was envisaged to foster
mutual understanding, support and compassion among peoples , in several levels, from
the field of inter-personal relations to the level of mutual understanding among different
cultures and civilizations. Having in mind the fact that it is placed in a historical period
when displaying compassion and care for a fellow man in trouble, due to the development
of communications and revolution in passing on the information (traffic, press), crossed
over local borders and, therefore, led to the encounters with troubled people of different
religious and ethnic affiliation, the values of solidarity, life and peace are discussed
within the broader framework of particularism and universality. Besides, the important
characteristic of this framework is that, in the given time, solidarity in European societies
mostly appeared in forms of Christian and general human solidarity. By working on this
theme the students will be able to learn the evolving path of of the values of life and peace
to a universal category (i.e. international universal solidarity), be it at the level of state
and international institutions or at the level of public opinion. Getting acquainted with
humanitarian challenges i.e. crises and humanitarian interventions will help students to
understand the need of such an activity in their own time. The main goal is to develop
the feelings of compassion and solidarity for other men, regardless of their racial, ethnic,
religious or any other affiliation, and face students with concrete historical events that
showed the necessity of individual and, first and foremost, collective and institutionalized
solidary acting. Hence, the particular topics selected within this theme were episodes from
the history of the 19™ century where large groups of people suffered and that suffering was
stopped or alleviated through solidarity actions of individuals, other states or international
institutions. For the purpose of developing the skills of critical thinking, but also due to
the need to foster and develop understanding of how the lack of solidarity may amplify
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(Proof-reading and text editing: Fahd Kasumovic)

human suffering, this theme will include examples which testify on the historical situations
Values: solidarity, life, peace.

in which international solidarity was absent to a large degree. As an important factor of a
compassion with a man in trouble and humanitarian acting, on the one side, and politics,
on the other side, we will present a concept of military humanitarian intervention, which

had its beginning right in the 19™ century.
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Slavojka Bestic Bronza

IX GRADE

UNIVERSAL VALUES IN TEACHING HISTORY OF THE 20™ CENTURY

I
FEAR FROM DIFFERENT (XENOPHOBIA)

Description: The First and the Second World War, and the period between, looked as one
whole, containanumber of examples that, in different timeframes and political constellations,
speak of changes in perception of universal human values, such as overcoming of war, its
efficient evasion in the future time, mistakes that produced lessons learned in the context
of domination and punishing of enemies, excommunication of different and defeated from
international institutions, lack of desire for dialogue, solving the humanitarian crises and
depriving right to the freedom of personality, political and economic acting, freedom of
religion, and in the end, right to living.

The goal of this topic is for students to find out through examples and critical analysis
of events in the period of world wars, to what extent the lack of and disrespect of universal
human values, such as right to peace, tolerance, coexisting, accepting and not accepting the
other and different in the frames of European and world’s politics, caused the creation of
totalitarian systems and new global war. With particular focus on the period that was marked
with consequences of a system created by Versailles peace conference, all the way to the end
of WW?2, provide an insight to students on how and why the fight against fascism was in
fact fight for universal human values, freedom, peace, tolerance, cooperation, humanity...
The students will be presented with historical sources and contents, based on which they
will analyze the characteristics of totalitarian systems that carried within the negations
of human values, such as right to living, freedom, work, religion, tolerance, coexistence...
Through the teaching contents showing propaganda, the students should acquire skills of
critically questioning the power of positive and negative propaganda, calling on universal
human values in its content, or negating them. The idea is to give students a possibility to
get to know counterindications in application and perception of universal values in the fight
for some of them, such as peace and freedom. They will learn about overcoming of war and
rivalry through application of universal values.

Particular focus will be placed on acquiring and future application of skills that will
enable students to have a clear vision about universal values, whose respect and promoting
in everyday life leads to avoiding repetition of negative phenomena from the past, that is,

IX GRADE
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overcoming negative consequences of more recent national history. Accepting tolerance,
one’s personal and right of other to life, religion, coexistence, humanity as way of living,
decreases the possibility of conflicts.

Values: peace, freedom, equality, humanity, coexistence, dialogue, multiculturalism.

I

Description: The goal of this topic is for students to get an insight into the perception and
promotionof universalhuman valuesin the conditions of a Cold War, taking into consideration
the experience and consequences of the previous period of world wars. Through analysis
of examples and historical sources of different provenience, students acquire knowledge
about how much were universal values respected and applied in the system of political
polarization of the world. What system, ideology and political-military block was more
free, more human, more tolerant, and why. Interaction between different worlds and their
population. How did the universal values reflect in everyday life (particularly in the divided
Berlin)? What mechanisms were used in overcoming the consequences of the WW?2 and
what universal values came to the forefront, in that context? What was the relation, in that
context, towards huge number of refugees, poverty, destroyed cities and their population.
The students are supposed to critically analyze to what extent and by what means the two
systems attempted to destroy or change the other. Whether, and which, universal values
were applied or violated in those efforts? Based on examples, students should observe the
role of the UN and universal values this organization rests on and promotes. Acquiring of

students’skills and competences based on critical historical approach.

Values: humanism, cooperation, equality, peace, freedom, coexistence, responsibility,
multiculturalism.

11

Description: The goal of this topic is to present the students the significance of care for
general wellbeing, through applying and respecting universal values as way of life and
acting. Through the history of establishment, goals and acting of the United Nations and
other humanitarian organizations, through actions of states and individuals in the sense

of help, humanity and cooperation with peoples and countries that are endangered in any
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way, the students get a picture of importance of care for others, international cooperation,
showing empathy, fight against discrimination of minorities and endangered groups...
Through analyzing documents that relate to respect and preservation of universal values
(“Declaration on right of a child”, “Universal declaration on human rights of the UN|” and
other acts), the students get to know every day and mandatory frameworks of protecting
the universal human rights. During the classes it could be possible to organize a project of
a humanitarian action, identifying a situation requiring humanitarian and solidary action,
and the students could devise the manner of organizing the action. In this way the acquired
knowledge about universal values would turn into practice and skills. Through positive and
negative examples the students find themselves, their skills of dealing with crisis situations

they could find themselves in, or in which they could help others, would be developed.

Values: humanity, solidarity, cooperation, equality, tolerance, peace, freedom.

IV

Description: The goal of this topic is to develop student’s skills and competences in
the sense of responsible acting towards the environment and endangered groups, and to
independently advocate their own or someone else’s rights, if violated. Emancipation in
different spheres of human society of the 20™ century went through its greatest expansion.
In that sense, through work with historical sources the students acquire knowledge various
aspects of discrimination (political, economic, age, gender, racial...) and different ways how

certain discriminated groups dealt with problems, more or less successfully.

Values: freedom, cooperation, equality, respect, solidarity.

\%

Description: The goal of this topic is for students to get skills and competences of facing
with controversial topics of national history and present time, through multiperspective
insight in existence or lack of universal human rights. Based on previous work with contents
from different periods that preceded this topic, the students should, using acquired skills

and competences, question BiH history with all the accompanying controversies in a rational
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and critical way. Experiences from general European and world’s examples of having or not
having universal values present, in the sense of conflicts, overcoming conflicts, coexistence,
tolerance, reconciliation, cooperation and humanity, should be applied on overcoming

complex issues and to interpret historical phenomena and events in BiH.
Values: peace, dialogue, reconciliation, equality, respect, cooperation
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